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3 LienTpansHof w 3anagned Al (Konesrarenckud mysed, 1862), B 1879 r. s Myseh naerynun Go-
HY" c'“a Mepu: FATERWMA ABP WIBECTHOND OTEVECTEERHOM NYTELECTREHHWKA N0 Adpaie B. B. Kwwepa (1840-1892)
onang 1900 equHINL KpareHtA: IPeAMETE! BuiTa, OpyHe. OEHIE, YHPILWEHWR, MySLHARLHLIE HHCTRYHEH
sl = pe3ynsTar myTewectewA 8 1876-1878 rr. no LlentpansHoi Afpine, Beprossam Huna u ero npuro
mka Iuunn fonyGa 8 Myaed nocrynuno cobipanse no
HaTEpMARLMOR KyALTYPE HAPO0E Bary KDmHoR Adpuin (nyrewectaua 1875 n 1883 rr)

B ronye XIX = Hanane X0 0. gosisl MAD 3HIMUTENGHO NONGAHKN

wam. B 1894 r. 0T YRWCHOTD BRA4A W MyTEWECTRRH

HYMONEKMMU ROANEKUMAMM,

Iy PYCCHISHA MyTELE Cpenm Hix Bewease ¥ HoTo Hoanekums A H. Tynzesso,
spaven M. Y. Nebegunckoro. [, H. Bposussa. A. M. Hoxanoscxoro, ropsoro wwsesepa A I Markosa. Tone-

Housed in a magnificent edifice on the banks of the Meva River, the Peter the Great Museum of Anthro- See G M. Gorka,

pology and Ethnography (or Kunstkamera) of the Russian Academy of Sciences. is an institution known “The Histary of the MAE
far beyand the borders of Russia. One of the largest and oldest ethnographical museums in the warld, *‘"j"" “’F-‘r":“’:-"

the MAE RAS, as it is abbreviated. is the successor fo the first Russian state museum, Peter the Grear's f:f‘“::?:al i _fr:i
famous Kunstkamera, founded by his decree of 1714, The greatest names of Russlan schence have of the First Acoden i
waorked here. and the invaluable ethnographical, anthropological, and archaeological collections the Ethnogra,
Museum houses are among the most comprehensive and most interesting in the world. The collections {Leningrad, 1980)
number over a 1,800 thousand individual items are refl cultural diversity of the entire world.

ﬂ' H Today, as has always been the case, the MAE RAS is not only a museum, but also a leading research cen
Gerhar fre of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

The history of the Museums African collections began in 1819 '. Science knows no bounds, and so
u ee since its opening the Museum has played an i role in the seientifi Ve
. championing openness and attracting some of the mast distinguished names of world science for its
L‘"dblom coflab: 15 Development of coll hanges with European museums the exchange with Copen-
hagen, for example. dates from 1862 led fo the establishment of exhibits from Central and East Africa in
Ka the MAE. In 1879, the Museum received a rich gift from the prominent Russian African explorer Vassily
d H (wilhelm) Junker (1840-1892): about 1,900 articles of everyday |ife, weapons, clothing, ornaments.
an 's and musical instruments. Junker collected them during travels in 1876-1878 across Central Africa and
along the Upper Nile and its tributaries. In 1894, the Museum received a collection documenting the
£, material culture of the Bantu people of South Africa from Czech doctor and explorer Emil Holub, who
Ukamban‘l collected these items in the course of expeditions in 1875 and 1883
A the end of the 19% and beginning of the 20™ centuries, the haldings of the MAE were significantly

increased through the addition of Ethieplan collections contributed by Russian explorers. Amaorng them

cting the
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were artifact and photograph collections depasited by Anataliy Gudzenke, by Ihe doctars Mikhail Lebe
dinsky, Dmitriy Brovisyn. Alexander Kohanovsky. and the mining engineer Alexander Myagkav. The cal-
lection of doctor Nikolay Leantiev alone, whe was in the permanent service of Negus Menedik [, num-
bered over 1.000 ifems.

The “Sturm und Drang” period in the history of the Museum is closely associated with the nemes
of the prominent scientists Vassily (Friedrich Withelm) Radloff (1837-1918) and Lev Sternberg (1861~

1927). A goal was set then: to create a research museum of universal culture in St. Pefersbung, a mu-
seum that would be worthy of the capital of  great country. Expedition and collection activity was dra-

tically ded. The fion of the head of the Museumn contributed fo substantially
broadened international contacts, incheding new exchange agreements with foreign partners. Significant
collections wert regularly purchased in Europe with the support of the Museums benefactors,

In 1909 an internaticnal board was established “The Board of Trustees of the Museum of Anthropol-
ogy and Ethnography of Tsar Pefer the Greal” one of whose members was the first congueror of Kiliman-
jara. the famous German explorer Hans Meyer (1858-1959). In 1900-1901, Meyer gave the MAE a very
valusable collection of Benln brofze and a Chagga collection which he had assembled in the course of
his expedition to fhe region of Mount Kilimanjare. In 1909, with his organizational and material help, fhe
Museum purchased a valuable collection from Camereen over 500 items collected by Alfred Mansfeld.

Since the beginning of the 20™ century, the Museum has served principally as an internaticnal
research centre. Russia never had any colonisl interests in Africa, and so 1o acquire African collec
fions Russias national ethnographical museurn dep on with its Western European
partners. Exchanges with European museums became quite reqular Thanks fo them, the MAE acquired
collections assembled by German expedifions in Western Sudan, Cameroon, and East Africa. as well as
in the reglons of the Lower Congo and in Guinea. In a similar way, the MAE acquired the collection of
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Leo Frobenius (1873=1938). a famous German ethnographer, from his travels in Western Sudan
Collections focusing on South Africa, the Lower Congo, and Madagascar were recefved from the
Stockholm Museum.

I 1913, the Museum organized two expeditions of ifs 6wn to Africa. The prominent Russian poet
Hikolay Gumilev was sent fo Ethiopia. and a graduate student ai Petersburg L ity named Sigi d
Smogorzevsky was sent to Algeria. Both contributed interesting collections to the Museum.

In 1930, Dmiitriy Olderogge (1903-1987) became head of the Africa Department. He became known
as the founder of the Soviet schoal of African studies. His efforts to enhance the callections were supple-
mented by the intensification of basic research. The fact that very important problems of African historio-
graphy remained di ded a body of spurces d ting the history of peoples living in
sub-Saharan Africa. The nature of the culheres of these peaples possessing no writhen language over the
«course of many centuries reduced fhe basis for primary research into their history fo archaeological and
alhwqraphk:al materials and to the oral historical tradifion: The most imporfant source for the sfudy of

1 history of peoples is their living languages, but fo use linguistic data for histerfeal
purposes, one must first undertake the extremely laborious task of compiling dictionaries and gram-
mars. This type of work was alsa initiated by the Museum. Also, in such a situation, accurate compilation
of the data contained in the written sources of other peoples preserving information on Africa and is
population becomes extremely relevant. This research task was conceived as broadly &s possible. Vikior
Matveev, Lev Kubbel and Marina Tolmacheva studied the rich Arabic scientific traditions. Vikior Velgus
examined Chinese sources, Tomanovskaya reviewed Spanish and Porfuguese records, Sevir Chernetsov
the Effiiaptan sources, and, finally, Yuri Poplinskiy the records of classical antiquity. A series of brilliant
publications was the result of their work. In many respects. these publications secured the primacy of
Russtan scholarship n the study of a host of Mstoriographical problems.
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The rapid development of relations between the USSR and newly independent African nations in the
19605 gave our Africanist g TEW DPPOT for field work. g collections fram
Sudan, Efhlopts, and 1he couniries of Western Africa, Uganda. Guinea. and Camercon were delivered to
the Museum. Metropolitan Nicodemus of Leningrad and Novgorod donated the collection he had brought
from Ethiopia and Nigeria. Large collections were received from Dmitriy Olderagge (Mall, Ethiopia),
Viadimir Arseniev {Mali). and Valentin Vydrin (Mali, Céte dlvaire. Guinea, Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau,
Seneqgal, Congo, Cameroon, Gabon, and Tanzanta),

Currently, the Museum actively continues its study of living A{rﬁcan languages the work begun under
the direction of Olderogge. The St. Petershurg "Complex lexicog dition” under the direction of
Valentin Viydrin has been at work in Cate dvoire since 2001 and in Guinea since 20072

African systems of kinship along with the spiritual and material culture of Africa are being actively
researched (Visdimir Arseniev. Viadimir Popoy: Anna Siim, Valeria Semy ). In 2007, the M
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was the site for the opening of a new African exhiblt. A large scientific and exhibition project is in the
warks based an the materials of the MAE expedifion to the Muslim regions of Ethiopia (2008, led by
Yurly Chistov).

In 1913, the Museum acquired a large Kamba collection (its original name Akamba, in plural, and My-
kamba. in singular) from a young Swedish explorer named Gerhard Lindblom (1887-1969); a collection
of artifacts of thi Bantu people, living mainly in the histarical region of Ukambani, which fes in the sauth
of Kenya in the Aﬂ Fiver basln This eallection (No. 2130 consisted of 216 items and was supplemented
by a very of {No. 2151). The impartant idea behind this undertaking
was that Phearﬁf'aci! and the photos would complement each other: The Museim was actively devel-
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Karl Gerhard Lindblom would later become a famous a professor at Uni
wersity (1933-1954). and director of the National Ethnographical Museum, where he began working
Im 19127, having just refurned from an extended research journey fo East Africa (1910-1912). That
journey resulted in a rich ethnegraphical collection and a large body of field material dedicated fa the
study of local folklore and dialects. Upon his return, this energetic young scientist immediately procesd-
#d fo process his material and publish a series of research studies, resulting in his thesis The Akamba
in British East Africa™, brilliantly defended in 1916. He also penned a unique series of around twenty
articles dedicated to the description of various obfect groups, taken from the collection of artifacts he
had browght back wilh him from Kenya.

Lindblom was able to resume working in East Africa in 1920, this time focusing on aress around
Lake Vicloria, and upon his t i wark Intended for the g | public®, He i hiis
brilliant series of publications on the subjects of language® and falklore’, which consalidated his fame.
Lindblom became a member of mary European scientific societies, and in 1927 was elected a member of
the Gaverning Body of the International Institute of the African Languages and Culfures. In 1933-1934
he became President of the Swedish Saciety for Anthrepology and Geography.

At the end of his life, Lindblom Mlnessed the decline of colonfalism in Africa. but his mos1 impor-

was sel up in 1911; 11 was ane of the first

fant research fook place during coloni L He undoubledly shared many of the
scientific notions and prehndms typical offhe sdmhﬁc comumr,nmmedm. but his research, his
artifact and ph h coll vhich elements of the

Irldlﬂonal culture of Kenya. are desﬁnzd fo forever remain an Impqrm! part of the dialogue between
Africa and Europe.
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Alittle while ago. one and a half menth prior to the epening of this exhibifion. | stood on the terrace
af the Turkano Basin Institute founded by Richard Leakey and waiched the sun as it painted the horizon
above the water. The young Kenyan scientist Amas Mwendwa (Kamba by origin as | got know later) hap-
pened to help us, a group of Russians, who all of a sudden appeared at his doorstep, lo obtain more ac-
curate location information for a small Ethiopian settlement, where the house of an incredibly talented
Russian artist, absolutely forgotten today, had once stood. As it furned out, the settlement. marked on
ihe latest satelfite maps, had been washed away a few decades prior by the destructive floading of the
Oma River The arfist's house and the Russian books he kept there. according fo the legends, had been
destroyed in the flood. In searching for this house. we wandered in the bush all day long and unwittingly
found ourselves in Kenya.

The lakeshore sparkled pink and red. A young man drove a file of camels, which left clear hoof
prints in the damp clay, In earlier days, a centuries-old caravan road lay here; and many millennia
before our ancient ancestors walked that road to the north, and an unknown and vast world was
unveiled before their eyes. With great pride | was telling my Kenyan colleague of our Museum, of its
rich anth and eth hical collecti of the Russian expedition which worked for
many years in South Yemen and of the discoveries made there. | also tald him of the photo exhibition
in preparation for the museum in Mairabi. As a rule people freat their family albums with great
reverence. An ethnographical museum of the size and scale of 51, Petersburg's Kunstkamera it is
a family album of all humanity. A museum is not a cemetery of culture. Cullural riches stored in it
livie on telling their staries, first fo the researcher. and then to visitors, spectators, and readers.

And this stery is endless, for one generation of scientists after another will discover there their own
warld, Including the amazing and beautiful world of Africa, imprinted in the more than thirteen
thousand African exhibits of the MAE.
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The catalogue of photogray llection No. 2151
(Kenya, Kamba, Gerhard Lindblom)

The photographs are accompanied by reproductions of captions com-
piled in Russian from the notes of Gerhard Lindblom at the fime of
pirchase and placed on the back of the photographs. To decipher the
handwritten signatures, recourse was made to the inventory of collection
No, 2151

The phatographs of Gerhard Lindbiom show representative examples
of several ethnic groups dwelling in modern-day Kenya. These are the
Baniu-speaking Kikuyw. Kamba, Taveta, Chagga, Duruma, Kavironda,
the Nilotic part of the last Luo. and finally the Maasai, also of the Nilates.
The original speiling of ethnanyms in Russian descriptions for the phote-
graphs is left unaltered; the English Iranslation gives the modern names.
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